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global leader and inspiration to mankind.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu epitomizes the
process of triumphant, democratic trans-
formation. A leader in both struggle and rec-
onciliation, Archbishop Tutu reminds us that
the search for justice begins in the heart. His
appeal to conscience brought out the best
in all South Africans, and his leadership
leaves a legacy of decency and spiritual re-
newal. On behalf of the American people,
I extend this heartfelt tribute to Archbishop
Tutu as a token of our profound respect and
lasting admiration.

NOTE: This statement is text of a message sent
by the President to the retirement ceremony for
Archbishop Tutu in South Africa.

Proclamation 6905—Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention Day,
1996
June 24, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year, the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention (CDC) celebrates 50 years
of service to our Nation and to people around
the world. Created from a small organization
whose mission was to combat the spread of
malaria among our troops during World War
II, the CDC has become our first line of de-
fense against disease, injury, and disability.

The CDC’s history boasts a number of no-
table achievements, including its key role in
the eradication of smallpox and the discovery
of the causes of Legionnaire’s disease and
toxic shock syndrome. The agency has also
led efforts to control and prevent polio and
other vaccine-preventable diseases, breast
and cervical cancer, lead poisoning, tuber-
culosis, and AIDS. Recently, the CDC has
been a leader in the global efforts to fight
emerging infectious illnesses by investigating
and containing diseases such as the outbreak
of plague in India and the Ebola outbreak
in Africa.

The CDC’s innovative programs also ad-
dress our national challenges of chronic dis-
ease, workplace and environmental hazards,
injuries, birth defects, disabilities, and new

infectious threats. In addition, the agency
gathers and analyzes scientific data to better
monitor public health, provide a solid foun-
dation for decision-making, and detect risk
factors.

While technology and medical progress
have worked wonders for many, such ad-
vances are not always available or practicable.
The CDC’s prevention efforts are essential
if we are to ensure that all Americans can
live in safe, healthy communities. By immu-
nizing our children, exercising regularly, and
making other healthy choices, each of us can
join the CDC’s efforts to build a brighter fu-
ture and a stronger Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim July 1, 1996, as
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Day. I call upon all the people of the United
States to join me in observing this tribute
to the CDC, to recognize the need for pre-
ventive health measures, and to strive
throughout the year to realize the CDC’s vi-
sion: Healthy people in a healthy world—
through prevention.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of June, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 25, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 26.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Budget Deferrals
June 24, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional

Budget and Impoundment Control Act of
1974, I herewith report one revised deferral
of budgetary resources, totaling $7.4 million.
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